Term Paper
As indicated in the course syllabus, the term paper is 30% of your total grade for this course.
· Since this is an introductory course to Biomedical Informatics, you can choose any areas of Biomedical Informatics and Health Informatics.
· However, please note that your focus should be on overviews and conceptual understanding of the topic you select, rather than on some technical details or detailed methodologies that may be appropriate for other biomedical informatics track courses as such a paper is not appropriate for this course. 
· Also, make sure that your paper is based on the up-to-date information, the current literature published within the last 24 months (see below for information about web resources). Of course, you might need older materials to make your term paper complete, so this requirement does not prevent you from using older materials as your supplementary references. However, your term paper must include and be based on recent materials. It means a majority of references must be published within 24 months. Information on the web is very difficult to judge whether it is based on recent information or not. Certainly it is a very good starting point, but you should try to find the references used by the web site. Many web sites show the date last modified, but unless it is a reliable site, some web sites just use the access date as the date of last modification. Also some web sites make a simple stylistic or grammatical adjustments and use the date of such modification as the last modification date without any change in information contents. Because of this difficulties, it is requested that you use web sites as just starting points and use peer-reviewed dated materials as main references.
For those students who have already taken other biomedical informatics courses, please make sure to submit a completely new term paper different from the term paper you used for other courses. This is considered as a kind of plagiarism, called self-plagiarism and will result in a score of zero for the paper.
Additional Information
1. Length requirement – the paper should be at least 10 – 12 pages.
2. Due Dates: Submission of your original paper is due on Monday, Dec. 4 at 11:30PM.  Late submission will not be accepted. 
3. References: How to cite your references and prepare your reference section.
Some papers, but more often books and news articles, give only the list of references used in the article at the end. In this style, it is very difficult to know which part of your paper is based on which references. In a scientific paper, this is not acceptable, and you must provide the references you used in the text as soon as you use the information obtained from the references. Our program follows the standard biomedical scientific journal publication style, which is the style required for your term paper. Quite a while ago, various journals had their own referencing styles and it was very confusing both in reading the articles and also in preparing the manuscripts. Someone recognized this inefficiency and the professional association for biomedical journals came up with a “standard” style in the 90s. Since then most of major biomedical journal follows essentially the same style. Reference are numbered in order of appearance, and cited in superscript within the text. You can see any biomedical journals to check it but if you want, you can check one of the recent articles from our flagship journal for biomedical informatics, JAMIA (Journal of American Medical Informatics Association). The reference style follows National Library of Medicine (NLM) Citing Medicine, NLM style Guide. This is essentially same as the American Medical Association (AMA) Style. Please note that this is the style required for your MS thesis and PhD dissertation and you should get familiar with it during your studies. No APA style please.
4. Paper Structure: You should follow the Standard Scientific Paper Format.
In a scientific paper, we normally have an abstract, introduction, method, result, discussion and conclusion, each as a separate section. When you write a review paper, unless it is a meta-analysis, you may not exactly have a method section, and you may not have a result section to report your own original findings. For such review papers, often you do not see methods, results sections but are structured under various headings and subheadings indicating the contents of each segment. 
For your term paper, you should have a Summary or Abstract, then start with Introduction describing what topic you have chosen, why you selected this topic and what you are going to describe in your term paper. Then go on to state what you have found from your information sources including e-books, web resources, and journal articles under various headings and subheadings for each content where you probably should combine the discussion or express your own opinions on the specific contents described rather than having a separate discussion section. On the other hand, if you prefer, you can keep a separate discussion section. Then finally you should finish your term paper with a Conclusion. The idea is to structure your papers so that it would be easier for a reader to understand or focus rather than having a large write-up without any separations.

Some of you are already very familiar with a "term paper" while others may not have done any term papers before. If you are not familiar with a "Term Paper", I recommend the web site below, where you will find the link to Writing Resources http://shp.rutgers.edu/current_students/shrp_oss_ws.html
This page provides you with useful URLs as writing resources. However, please note that some of the resources may not be directly related to the term paper. I can recommend some URLs shown below if you did not find the above URL very helpful for the term paper.
· http://novella.mhhe.com/sites/0079876543/student_view0/research_center-999/research_papers30/how_to_write_term_papers.html
· http://guides.lib.vt.edu/c.php?g=573189&p=3952168
· https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/658/01/

 In addition, RBHS libraries have various resources, including the Writing Center,
· https://www.libraries.rutgers.edu/smith/services/RBHS_writing_center. 
 George F. Smith Library of Health Sciences
· https://www.libraries.rutgers.edu/smith

Plagiarism - Academic Integrity Training Please note that the SHRP Writing Services web page also discusses about Plagiarism. Make sure to provide the information on sources, if the idea is not your own and if you use a direct quote, make sure to enclose the sentence within the quotes. You are supposed to have gone through SHP Academic Integrity Training. If you are not sure what this is, please go to the web page http://shp.rutgers.edu/current_students/academic_integrity/about.html
[bookmark: _GoBack]If you need help, please let me know by e-mail.

